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Sweeping Intracoastal views and low-slung seating 
create a casual, intimate vibe in the family area. 
Thayer Coggin’s large-scale sofa grouping and 
Roberta Schilling’s club chairs and a cocktail table 
anchor atop a sculpted rug from Creative Accents.  

Seamless Integration
BOLD ARCHITECTURE, SOARING CEILINGS, AND CLEAN 
DESIGN BRING A MODERN EDGE TO A BOCA RATON 
HOME ON THE INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY

A STUNNINGLY MODERN outlier along Boca Raton’s Intracoastal Waterway, a bold 
post-tension home is what emerged from the tear-down site of a former Mediterranean-
style structure. Designed by architects Rex Nichols and Alex Penna of Studio KHORA in 
collaboration with Lesly Maxwell Interiors, the contemporary turnkey estate is grounded 
by commercial-grade construction that includes 155 concrete piles. From front to back, 
the 9,900-square-foot home was constructed with east- and west-facing flow-through 
terraces offering sunrise and sunset views and expansive water vistas. The exterior 
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above: The living room’s soaring ceilings and floor-to-ceiling Intracoastal views are exemplified by a multi-tiered 
chandelier from Bethel International. Lavish, low-profile Minotti seating provides next-level comfort, and a 
Roberta Schilling oiled walnut cocktail table introduces tactile warmth with its rich wood patina.

boasts a striking blend of steel, glass, stacked porcelain slabs, and Brazilian walnut that 
grace the front and rear façade. A series of brise soleil spaces covered by concrete beams and 
lattice slatting feature shallow pools of water. Perforated, fritted aluminum screens provide 
artful glimpses into the home and serve as a ventilated outer skin that controls glare and the 
penetration of sunlight into the structure.
	 “From the outset, it was paramount that the spaces be relevant to the way we live today,” 
says interior designer Lesly Maxwell. “Despite the home’s clean, modern aesthetic, the 
spaces needed to be livable, comfortable, inviting, and warm—there was to be a seamless 
integration between the indoors and outdoors.” 
	 Long recognized for her ability to integrate architecture with interior design, Maxwell 
began the initial concept for this project with pen-to-paper doodles and sketches and, from 
there, moved to a savvy video fly-through she produced with Sanart Design Group during 
the weeks of quarantine. “This house was my COVID child,” she jokes.
	 The home boasts six luxurious bedroom suites, eight full baths, a glass-enclosed wine 
room designed to store 1,000 bottles, and a gourmet Neff Living kitchen. Other notable 
amenities include a touchless Crestron home automation system, a whole-house generator, 
a glass-enclosed commercial elevator, and a handsome club room replete with modular 

Designed by Lesly Maxwell, a glass-topped 
dining room table appears to float above a 
mesmerizing array of barrel-shaped chairs 
that deliver an ombré effect with their 
subtle color variations. The rich patina 
of Maxwell’s custom buffet grounds a 
massive painting above.
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seating, a billiard table, a 100-inch 
flat-screen TV, and an elegant full-
service bar. The property’s natural 
surroundings inspired the color palette, 
and the décor ranges from bright, white 
spaces to moody, dimly lit areas. “The 
furnishings are bathed in grays, silvers, 
whites, and creams,” notes Maxwell, 
“with an added splash of earthy forest 
green that is calm, meditative, and 
evokes a feeling of abundance.”
	 Upon opening the front door from 
an expansive motor court, the home’s 
initial impact is not easily forgotten. 
Incredible bespoke features include 
large-format Neolith porcelain slabs 
inside and out, a two-story “water wall” 
by the home’s front door clad in textured 
basalt-like porcelain, and a titanic first-
floor living space encased in 24 feet of 
towering glass. Airy and uncluttered, 
the living room is connected by 
continuous wide-plank European 
white oak flooring yielding a bleached 
driftwood tone and an enhanced grain 
pattern. “Truly, the luxury of this home 
is space,” comments Maxwell. “It isn’t 

right: Sleekly furnished, 
the home office blends 

seamlessly with the dwelling’s 
ultra-modern aesthetic. A 

marble-topped desk designed 
by Lesly Maxwell pairs 

elegantly with a Herman Miller 
Eames chair. Thayer Coggin’s 

white leather lounge chair 
brings a shapely element to 

the space.

Outfitted with modular seating fabricated by Grafton Furniture, the club 
room exudes a masculine appeal with its sultry dark palette and 11 Ravens 

billiard table finished in matte black lacquer. Sumptuous upholsteries include 
the sofa’s Kravet bouclé and a white Italian leather Thayer Coggin side chair.

left: Illuminated by a 
halo of track lighting, the 
gourmet kitchen features a 
fully integrated Wolf/Sub-
Zero appliances package. 
A mirrored pantry wall 
discreetly conceals food 
and serviceware behind 
center-hung pivot-hinged 
doors that rotate full circle. 
Thayer Coggin counter 
stools enhance a cozy 
dining space at the end of 
the island.
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littered with furniture, and each room evokes a sense of space beyond the space you’re 
sitting in.” 
	 Maxwell focused on balance and intuitive spatial relationships paired with beautiful 
maintenance-free fabrics. The combined living/dining area is “unapologetically lavish and 
seductive,” she notes, and features textural mixed-media art and a spectacular bas-relief 
wall. Within this space, she merged Ultrasuede, Crypton, and cotton velvet on a sectional, 
a chaise, and two polished stainless chairs. “These textures underscore the function, 
sensuality, and tactility of the room,” she adds. 
	 Throughout, Maxwell’s interiors tell an evocative story through the intentional use 
of color, texture, pattern, and form that have been seamlessly blended into a genuine, 
innovative, and unconventional design scheme. “What we have created in this home is a 
sublime haven,” says the designer. “Interior design is storytelling at its very best. First, we 
listen, then we interpret, and finally, we create.” 

below: Spa-like shower 
accouterments by Dornbracht 

embellish the wife’s primary 
bathroom. Outfitted with a 

combination of polished and 
raked Thasos flooring from 

Ceramic Matrix, custom cabinetry 
by Closets ETC, and a nine-foot-

wide mural by Miami-based 
artist Alex Turco, the bath and 

adjoining dressing room embody 
a tour-de-force of modern 

elegance and organization.   

right: In the primary suite, custom-
made furnishings from Artistry 

Masters of Woodcraft incorporate 
oiled-walnut wood tones that 

create warmth amid the room’s 
minimalist aesthetic. Angular, 

brutalist-style lounge chairs by 
Lesly Maxwell and a table ottoman 
by Hickory Chair are softened with 

a Kravet performance velvet.
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SOURCES                                    
FAMILY ROOM 
Sofa grouping – Thayer Coggin, High Point, NC
Orange leather pillows – Roberta Schilling, Miami, FL
Club chairs – Roberta Schilling, Miami, FL
Cocktail table – Thayer Coggin, High Point, NC
Area rug – Creative Accents, Tehachapi, CA
DINING ROOM
Table designed by Lesly Maxwell Interiors,  
Juno Beach, FL  
Glass top fabricated by Sasser Glass Works, West 
Palm Beach, FL and base fabricated by Artistry 
Masters of Woodcraft, Riviera Beach, FL  
Chairs designed by Lesly Maxwell Interiors, Juno Beach, 
FL, and fabricated by Grafton Furniture, Miami, FL

Buffet designed by Lesly Maxwell Interiors, Juno 
Beach, FL, and fabricated by Artistry Masters of 
Woodcraft, Riviera Beach, FL  
Artwork – Charles Harold Company, Tampa, FL
LIVING ROOM
Sofa and lounge – Minotti Miami, Miami, FL
Chairs – Thayer Coggin, High Point, NC
Cocktail table — Roberta Schilling, Miami, FL
Chandelier – Bethel International, Markham,
Ontario, Canada
Area rug – Creative Accents, Tehachapi, CA
GAME ROOM
Sofa and ottoman design by Lesly Maxwell Interiors,  
Juno Beach, FL
Side chair – Thayer Coggin, High Point, NC

Cocktail and drink tables – Roberta Schilling, Miami, FL
Floor lamp – Visual Comfort, Houston, TX
Pool table – 11 Ravens, Los Angeles, CA
Pendant light – Sonneman, A Way of Light,
New York, NY
KITCHEN
Cabinetry and island designed by Lesly Maxwell 
Interiors, Juno Beach, FL, and fabricated by Neff 
Beautiful Living, Brampton, Ontario, Canada
Stools – Thayer Coggin, High Point, NC
Pendants – RH, rh.com
OFFICE
Desk designed by Lesly Maxwell Interiors,
Juno Beach, FL
Marble top fabricated by Nedas Tauskela, Allied 

Marble & Granite, Lake Worth, FL, and base 
fabricated by RH, Corte Madera, CA
Lounge – Thayer Coggin, High Point, NC
Side table – Bernhardt Interiors, Lenoir, NC
Wall surface – Elitis, South Florida Design Park, 
Hollywood, FL, and installation by Greg Schmidt 
Wallcoverings, Juno Beach, FL
PRIMARY BEDROOM
Bed design by Lesly Maxwell Interiors, Juno Beach, 
FL, and fabricated by Artistry Masters of Woodcraft, 
Riviera Beach, FL  
Bedside and floor lamps – Visual Comfort, Houston, TX 
Decorative chairs design by Lesly Maxwell Interiors, 
Juno Beach, FL, and fabricated Grafton 
Furniture, Miami, FL

Cocktail ottoman – Hickory Chair, Hickory, NC
PRIMARY BATHROOM
Cabinetry designed by Lesly Maxwell Interiors,  
Juno Beach, FL, and fabricated by Neff Beautiful 
Living, Brampton, Ontario, Canada
Lamp – Visual Comfort, Houston, TX
BACK EXTERIOR
Sofa, chairs, and lounges – Roberta Schilling, Miami, FL
Table, sofa, and day bed – Seasonal Living, Austin, TX
Bar – Cavadium Construction, Palm Springs, FL and 
Nature of Marble, Delray Beach, FL
Stools – Roberta Schilling, Miami, FL
Pool and hardscape designed by Matthew Gillen, 
Gregory Lombardi Design, Cambridge, MA
Pool fabricated by Master Pools and Spas, Coral 

Springs, FL, and hardscape fabricated by MAS
General Services, Coconut Creek, FL
THROUGHOUT
Wood flooring – C & M Wood Flooring, Deerfield 
Beach, FL
Porcelain tile and marble flooring – Cavastone, Boca 
Raton, FL, and Ceramic Matrix, West Palm Beach, FL, 
and Porcelanosa, Fort Lauderdale, FL
Installation – VC & D Flooring, Pompano Beach, FL
Motorized window shades – Associated Interior 
Design Services, West Palm Beach, FL
Countertop and slab fabrication – Rock Surfaces, 
Pompano Beach, FL
Interior and exterior cladding – Neolith North America, 
Omicron Granite and Tile, Pompano Beach, FL

Masterfully designed by Matt Gillen of Greg 
Lombardi and Associates, the infinity-edge 
pool and backyard area encompass vast 
water views and feature an assortment of 
flora and fauna, sprawling lawns and patios, 
a summer kitchen, and a fire pit. 
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IVETTE 
ARANGO 
Ivette Arango Interiors 

“Ebb and Flow,” page 202

ALEX 
ALONSO 
Mr. alex TATE Design 
“Global Touches,” page 190 

KIM 
COLLINS 
Collins DuPont Design Group

“Massive Moxie,” page 178 

This issue is fronted by a custom estate 
from Gulfshore Homes that was made 
for a young dynamic family in Miromar 
Lakes. It is the second house the luxury 
builder has constructed for these clients 
and the large residence is special in 
many ways. Much of that has to do with 
the superior interior design approach 
by Kim Collins, one of the principals 
at Collins DuPont Design Group. “A 
playful undertone erupts through color, 
line work, and a complex mixing of 
materials,” says Collins. “You can see 
how the vibrant personality of the family 
shines through each room, but carefully 
allows the art to lead the conversation. It 
was my honor to capture the spirit of the 
family through the interior design.” 

“A Mediterranean makeover in a historical 
Floridian abode,” is how Alex Alonso 
describes the massive 9,179-square-foot 
home featured in this issue. The designer 
relied on various styles from different 
regions for international flair: a lot of 
Miami, some Santa Barbara, California, 
and a bit of London with lots of curated 
accessories for added interest. The biggest 
challenge to the process? “Timing,” 
says Alonso. “Getting a project of this 
magnitude completed in under 10 months 
is always a challenge. The clients were 
very understanding, but it’s never fun to 
tell them that the project is being delayed 
again… and then again.” In the end, the 
delays were forgotten, and the clients were 
delighted with the outcome.

In this edition, designer Ivette Arango 
shares a project near Parrish in Manatee 
County that ended up taking 10 years to 
complete. “We began working with the 
architect from inception,” says Arango. 
“We became active players in reviewing 
architectural concepts and harmonizing 
those plans with the creation of our interior 
plans. That level of teamwork from the 
beginning was part of the beauty of this 
process.” Working alongside architect 
John Cooney, a partner with Stofft Cooney 
Architects in Naples, Arango and the design 
team successfully captured the owner’s 
vision piece by piece, turning it into a 
reality: a sprawling home on the Manatee 
River that channels Old-Florida elegance 
with a modernist approach. 

LESLY 
MAXWELL 
Lesly Maxwell Interiors 

“Seamless Integration,” page 230

KRISTA W. ALTERMAN  
& KIRSTIN KAPLAN 
Krista + Home 
“Manhattan Transfer,” page 220

KENDALL 
DENNIS 
Kendall Dennis Interiors 
“Passion Project,” page 212 

For this issue of FD, designer Kendall 
Dennis welcomed us into her family 
home in Ponte Vedra Beach, an oceanside 
retreat that can’t help but remind us 
of five-star vacations. That may have to 
do with the residence’s nearly all-white 
palette, which sounds daring for a house 
with two young kids and a husband and 
wife who love entertaining. “That’s the 
burning question everyone asks,” says 
Dennis. “It’s my preferred palette and a 
direct reflection of the home’s location. 
Plus, everything here is washable, and 
really, really durable.” Whatever the 
reason, it works, as the home reminds us 
of the many wonderful reasons most of 
us live in Florida. 

“All of our projects include a feeling: 
a vacationing spirit, a respect for the 
modern and the historic, and a livable yet 
luxurious energy,” says Krista W. Alterman 
about the Krista + Home design approach. 
That was certainly the case with the 
home in this edition, a 5,560-square-foot 
residence in a Palm Beach cul-de-sac she 
designed with Kirstin Kaplan. “There is 
something magical about this home due to 
the spacious outdoor area with the dreamy 
banyan trees and the classic antebellum 
style of the architecture,” says Kaplan. “We 
created something magical; a comfortable 
and chic homestead where this family can 
connect and celebrate together for many 
years to come.”  

“My objective from the outset was to 
set the bar for a whole new standard of 
ultra-modern Boca Raton living,” says 
interior designer Lesly Maxwell about the 
Intracoastal Waterway-adjacent residence 
highlighted in this volume of FD. “It was 
paramount that the spaces incorporated 
into this magnificent home be relevant 
to the way we live today, and that despite 
the clean, modern design aesthetic, the 
spaces be livable, comfortable, inviting, and 
warm. Plus, seamless integration between 
the indoors and outdoors was a must.” A 
tall task, but Maxwell succeeded thanks 
to a savvy approach to furniture selection, 
palette, and layering that reveal her well-
trained eye.    


